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scientific, the conclusions reached being always based upon a careful 
study of the historic evidence. The common practice even among 
authors of standing, of resting many of their arguments concerning 
craft guilds on documentary sources in which there is no other evidence 
that guilds are meant than the mere mention of artisans, comes in for 
drastic criticism. 

W. E. IvINGBI,BACH. 

University of Pennsylvania. 

A History of Modern Philosophy. A Sketch of the History of 

Philosophy from the Close of the Renaissance to Our Own Day. By 

Dr. Harald Hoffding, Professor at the University of Copenhagen. 

Translated from the German edition by B. E. Meyer. Vol. I, pp. 

xviii, 532; Vol. II, pp. x, 600. London: Macmillan & Co., 1900. 

This admirable piece of work first written in Danish and later trans- 
lated into German has been in its English form for a little more than 
a year. Even in English it is a notable work in spite of the inaccura- 
cies and infelicities of the translation; to these Professor Frank Thilly 
has called attention in the Philosophical Review for July, 1900. 

The characteristic strength of this sketch of modern philosophy is 
its thoroughgoing contemporariness. Although the year 1880 was 
selected as the limit of time beyond which this sketch should not be 
carried, it is evident as one surveys its spirit and scope that it is the 
work of a student who appreciates the intensity, boldness, and breadth 
of philosophical thought in Europe and America since 1880, the work 
of a student who is himself master of the newer aspects of psychology 
and ethics. 

To Professor Hoffding the problems of philosophy have their roots 
in the theoretical and practical relations in which man stands to the 
universe of which he is a part (II, 563) and this double interest of 
philosophy leads him to give extended notice to many whose names 
do not appear ordinarily, or occupy only an unimportant place, in 
modern text books of philosophy; it leads him to give much more 
than the usual attention to speculative thought in ethics and politics. 

Philosophical investigation according to Hoffding centres in four 
great problems: the problem of knowledge, the problem of existence, 
the problem of evaluation, and the problem of consciousness. It is the 
third of these problems that takes him into the domain of ethics and 
consequently by a wider synthesis into politics and religion. The 
student of political and social science finds something like an adequate 
attention bestowed upon the development of speculative thought 
regarding the nature of the state and of social institutions. The 
second volume contains a masterly account (Book IX) of the develop- 
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ment of the positive philosophy, wherein Comte, Mill, Darwin and 
Spencer receive systematic treatment. 

Hoffding's exposition of the rise of the positive philosophy is 
marked by a profound appreciation of its connection with the rise of the 
scientific spirit and the empirical and inductive methods of inquiry. 
Scientists, publicists and essayists, Kepler, Galileo, Newton, Montes- 
quieu, Rousseau, Lessing, Herder, Ludwig Feuerbach, Saint Simon, 
Coleridge, Carlyle and many others take their place by the side of 
those speculative thinkers on whom the world long looked as the only 
philosophers. 

In the very beginning of this sketch, in the first volume, the reader 
is impressed with the vigor and freshness, the modernness of the point 
of view, as he makes his acquaintance with Pomponazzi and Machia- 
velli, Montaigne and Charron. The early exponents of the theory 
of natural right have received painstaking attention. Neils Hemming- 
sen, De lege naturae apodictica methodus, 1565, and Johannes 
Althusius, Politica methodice digesta atque exemplis sacris et pro- 
fanis illustrata, 1603, each receives careful though brief treatment as 
well as Jean Bodiu and Hugo Grotius. Of course the political philos- 
ophy of Hobbes, Spinoza and Locke is discussed. An altogether 
unusual prominence is given to Adam Smith. 

The student of political and social science may well be urged to read 
a work like this by Hoffding, not only for what he will find here 
directly concerning the historical development of these sciences, but 
also for the aid it will give him in co-ordinating the problems of 
social and political philosophy with the more general problems of 
philosophy. 



Isaac A. Loos. 



The State University of Iowa. 



The Moriscos of Spain: Their Conversion and Expulsion. By 
Henry Charles Lea, LL. D. Pp. 463. Price, $2.25. Philadel- 
phia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1901. 

A complete history of the famous case of the Moriscos is now at 
last offered to the English-speaking public. The name of the author, 
whose various studies of mediaeval thought and faith, assign to him 
a unique place among American historians, sufiices to create a favor- 
able attitude toward this work, and a careful examination will only 
confirm the expectation of meeting with ripe scholarship and sound 
judgment. It is a documentary history in the fullest sense of the 
word, its raw material being state papers, the minutes and corre- 
spondence of the Inquisition, and other kinds of first-hand evidence. 
The author sees his task in the history of the growth of Spanish intol- 
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